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What the heck is “Miqra?” 
 
The word "Miqra" is a Hebrew word that means "a public reading of 
scripture" and this Miqra weekend is an event where youth gather to 
learn, read and fall in love with Scripture. 
 
Over the course of the weekend, young people participate in a 
marathon reading of the entire Bible. They sign up for hour-long shifts to 
read aloud and while the reading is taking place, other youth are in fun 
classes to learn more about Scripture and how it can impact their lives. 
We teach that the Bible is a love story between God and God’s people. 
 
 
History and Vision of Miqra 
The Miqra weekend was originally created almost a decade ago by the 
Rev. Kelly Demo in her work with the young people of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Kansas. Originally, Kelly thought this would be a one-time 
event for the diocese, but the youth were so energetic about this 
program that it is now an annual weekend event that has grown so large 
it now is separated into two separate events:  one for Junior High & one 
for Senior High. 
 
Kelly says, “I find youth to be hungry for knowledge about scripture and 
Miqra feeds that hunger. What a joy it was at the first Miqra event to hear 
kids sitting around discussing and laughing about the laws of Leviticus they 
had read. I overheard one girl asking her friend how The Book of Ruth 
turned out because her time to read had been over before she finished 
the book. She was dying to know how it ended!” 
 
Today the Miqra program continues under the leadership of Chad 
Senuta, who is the current Youth Missioner for the Diocese of Kansas.  It 
has also been used in various dioceses around the country including 
Arkansas and Chicago. 
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Miqra (pronounced meek• rah) 
 is a Hebrew word meaning 

“reading” that also refers to an 
ancient Hebrew tradition of 

gathering to hear public readings 
from scripture. 

 

I. Introduction 
 
It is a standing joke that Episcopalians have no idea what is in the Bible. 
However, all too often it is not a joke. People come to the Bible with 
feelings of intimidation, fear, confusion, and guilt. God’s message of 
salvation gets lost in a sea of misunderstanding and even anger.  How 
tragic! These powerful ancient texts can give one hope and healing and 
insight into the mind of God! What a precious gift!  
 
The Miqra Program aims to give youth an entry point into scripture. By 
reading the Bible in its entirety we emphasize the importance of seeing 
scripture as a whole. That is, seeing the big picture of God’s saving works 
in history. Even though youth will not sit to hear the entire 72 hours of 
reading, they will come to understand the full story, from beginning to 
end. We also hope they will find little gems in scripture that they will be 
puzzled, challenged, or inspired by.  
 

 
 

What is “Miqra”? 
Miqra (pronounced meek• rah) is a 

Hebrew word meaning “reading” that 
also refers to the ancient Hebrew 

tradition of gathering to hear public 
readings from scripture. It is found in Nehemiah 8:8 where 
Israel’s leaders have gathered the people. “They read from the Book of 
the Law of God, making it clear and giving meaning so that the people 
could understand what was being read.” And this is the primary goal of 
the Miqra program. To make Holy Scriptures accessible so that youth can 
understand what is being read.  
 
Miqra was first done in the Diocese of Kansas in January of 2002. The 
following pages explain how we do the event and include everything one 
would need to host a Miqra event at their parish or diocese. However, 
know that this is more of a framework than a curriculum. Much of the 
content of what is taught depends on your local resources (clergy and 
teachers), interests and needs.  
 
(*** MORE INFO INCLUDED IN FULL VERSION OF MIQRA – This is a sample 
only and intended only for review purposes!!) 
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Suggestions for Reading 
 
 
 
Things to Remember as a Reader  

1. This is not a performance!  Try not to worry about: people hearing 
you, pronunciations, or how fast you read.  This is meant to be more 
of a conversation between the reader and God. 

 
2. When you finish one book of the Bible, move on to the next. Say the 

name of the book and start with chapter one. 
 

3. Don’t stop reading until the next reader or group arrives. 
 

4. When the next person comes up to read, finish the chapter, point 
out where you left off, and let them continue.  

 
5. Youth are responsible to wake themselves up for late night slots.  

Alarm clocks will be provided and 2 adult sponsors will be in the 
reading room throughout the night. 

 
6. Unless otherwise directed the only time readers are to be in the 

reading room is during their scheduled reading time.  Remain with 
the other participants, or in your sleeping area, until a few minutes 
before the scheduled reading time.  And then return immediately 
at the end of the reading time slot.  Please be careful not to disturb 
other participants coming or going. 

 
 

Things to remember for signup 
1. Sign up for one slot now, then once everyone’s had a chance to 

sign up, you can sign up for additional time slots later. 
 

2. Reading is voluntary.  You don’t have to if you don’t want to. 
 

3. The maximum number of people that can sign up per hour time slot 
is three. 
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III. The Program 
 
 “So, do kids really come to an event where you just read the Bible all 
weekend long?”  Of course, the answer to that would be no!  In fact, 
you’d be hard-pressed to find a group of people of ANY age who would 
come listen to the Bible read for 72 hours straight, so a Miqra weekend 
offer MUCH more! 
 
Bible 101: What is the Bible & Why Should We Read it? 
In the first program time, we acknowledge that all participants come to 
Miqra with different understandings, experience, and knowledge of the 
Bible.  In an attempt to get everyone on the same page, we invite clergy 
and student speakers to present on 2 basic questions: what is in the bible, 
and why should we read it?  These topics guide our program for the first 
day of the event. 
 
You may want to explain different types of literature found in the Bible or 
how books are grouped.  (If your church uses a children’s Sunday School 
program like Godly Play or Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, you may 
want to borrow their wooden bookshelf that shows the different books of 
the Bible.) It is also advisable to give a historical timeline of books and 
events of the Bible which help us see the big picture or story arc of God 
and God’s people.  
 
Bible 102: How Should We Read the Bible? 
The next section of the program deals with the question: how should we 
read the Bible?  We invite clergy and lay leaders to present on topics such 
as historical context, biblical exegesis (critical explanation or 
interpretation) and how to make the Bible an integral part of our daily 
lives. We do not teach a strictly literal reading of Scripture, but rather offer 
a broader, more holistic reading of God’s word. 
 
Biblical “Electives” in the form of Workshops 
Since we know that each participant comes with different knowledge 
and interests we offer workshop times each day where participants can 
choose classes that would interest them.  We make sure to offer a variety 
of classes and activities for those who had very little or no knowledge of 
the Bible and those who might want a more academic approach.   
 
 
(*** MORE INFO INCLUDED IN FULL VERSION OF MIQRA – This is a sample 
only and intended only for review purposes!!) 
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V. Sample Schedule 
 
FRIDAY   
6:30 pm  Dinner 
7:30 pm  Training:  How can we be Welcoming? 
8:30 pm  Movie & Preparations: Say Anything 
10:30 pm   Youth led Compline 
11:30 pm   Lights out 
 
SATURDAY 
8:30    Breakfast 
9:00    Youth led Morning Prayer 
10:00   Preparations for arrival 
11:30   Lunch 
12:30 PM  Registration: unpack, games 
1:30    Large Group Gathering 
3:00   Tribe Time: Introductions & beginning thoughts on bible 
3:30   Break and Snacks 
3:45   BIBLE 101:   “What’s in the Bible & why should we read it?” 
4:30   Tribe Time to discuss Bible 101 presentation 
5:00   Workshops 

 Early Church History 
 Learning about the Apocrypha 
 Arts and crafts: Make Your Own Bible Cover 
 How to Become a Contagious Christian 
 Family, Faith, and the Bible 
 Star Wars and Bible 

6:15   Dinner   

 
(*** FULL SCHEDULE INCLUDED IN FULL VERSION OF MIQRA – This is a sample 
only and intended only for review purposes!!) 
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V. Worship 
 
Worship is a very important part of the Miqra experience, and we often 
find that youth participants leave wanting more.  Each year it seems 
we’re trying to build in more time for worship.   
 
What kinds of worship experiences are offered? 
We spend a lot of time singing at Miqra.  We have a youth worship band 
in our diocese called The Mustard Seeds, which plays contemporary 
praise and worship music, but you can use whatever songs you like.   
 
Each night we have a youth led compline.  We will often sing Taizé songs 
in conjunction with this.   
 
On Sunday morning all the participants attend service at the Cathedral.  
We involve youth from the event into as many parts of the liturgy as we 
can.  Youth participants do the readings, and we also have 2-3 youth give 
the sermon.  The youth preachers are selected long before the event and 
are given instructions on how to prepare the sermon from the Diocesan 
Youth Coordinator and the Dean of the Cathedral.  The preachers 
include a description of the event and how the experience has impacted 
them in their sermon. 
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VII. Suggested Rules/Guidelines for Event 
 
Each church or diocese may have their own set of rules or guidelines, so it 
is fine to modify this list to meet your needs, but we include it here as a 
reminder to be clear about your expectations.  Spending some of your 
preparation time thinking about and discussing these issues so that 
everyone is on the same page will help ensure the best possible 
experience for all participants and leaders. 
 
Our Community Standards 
 

1. Our event is intended to be primarily a public reading of scripture 
with the intent of helping participant discover God’s love through 
reading and understanding the Bible. 

 
2. We provide a safe, healthy environment for this event which 

includes adequate adult supervision, nutritious meals and an 
enforced “lights out” policy to give opportunity for 8 hours of sleep. 

 
3. We seek to be a unified community for this event and we expect all 

participants to abide by the following rules: 
 

 Respect yourself, others, and property through your actions 
and words 

 

 Respect and follow the rules for the event. 
 

 Be an active participant in scheduled activities 
 

 Sleeping areas are off limits to members of the opposite sex at 
all times. 

 

 Do not bring offensive music or clothing. 
 

 No sexual activity. 
 

 Prescription drugs are to be handed over to the appropriate 
person at the beginning of the event. 

 

 No alcohol, illegal drugs, tobacco products, fireworks, or 
weapons are allowed at anytime. 

 

 Youth are not allowed to drive their cars during the event and 
are not allowed to go to their cars without permission from 
the event coordinator. 
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VIII. Other Miscellaneous Details 
 
 
What does it cost to hold a Miqra Event?  
The Episcopal Diocese of Kansas charges participants a $50 registration 
fee, which covers most of the costs for the program.  There is also $500 in 
the diocesan budget for program and administration costs for the event. 
 
 
Intended Age of Participants 
Our event is for students in grades 7-12.  The event could easily be done 
for college-aged students and would also be appropriate for Jr. High or 
High School youth separately. It has also been done for adult events.  
 
 
Contact Information 
If you have other questions not addressed in this packet, please do not 
hesitate to contact us.  We would also appreciate your feedback if you 
host a Miqra event.  Please let us know how it goes.   
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MIQRA REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 

Full name (Please print) ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Nickname__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Gender:  M    F   (circle one)    Birthdate_______________    Age___________     Grade_______ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City______________________________________________     ST _________ Zip_______________ 
 
Parish _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address______________________________________________________________________  
 
Father/Guardian___________________________   Day Phone(____)_______________ 
        Eve. Phone (____)______________ 
        Cell Phone (____) ______________ 
Mother/Guardian___________________________  Day Phone (____)______________ 
        Eve. Phone (____)______________ 
        Cell Phone (____) ______________ 
Alternate (in case parent/guardian cannot be reached)_____________________________ 
 
Relationship___________________________________Phone (____)_________________________ 
 
Please return forms and registration fee by the deadline of ___________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to: ________________________________ (Please put “MIQRA” in memo line.)  
 
T-Shirt Size (all sizes are adult sizes) - circle one:       S        M        L        XL        XXL 
 
What to bring:  Toiletries   Sleeping Bag, sleeping pad or air mattress 
   Towel    Musical instruments if you wish to play 

Pillow    Bible, & Journal – if you have one 
 
Mail registration and payment to:   
 
<<  insert address & other contact info >> 
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MIQRA PROMOTIONAL FLYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is MIQRA? 
“MIQRA” (meek-rah) is a Hebrew word that means “a public reading of scripture,” 
and that’s what the event is all about!  We read the entire bible from Genesis to 
Revelation in 72 hours by reading in shifts and while doing other fun activities. 
 
What else do we do besides read the bible all weekend? 
While the public reading is taking place, the majority of participants are enjoying an 
exciting program that includes: hearing dynamic speakers teach about the bible, 
praying, making new friends, playing games, worshipping with the youth band, and 
increasing their knowledge of God's Word. 
 
Why have an event like MIQRA? 
The Bible is a really important book, but many people -- including Christians:  
 a)  Don’t know what is in the bible, much less how it relates to their life 
  b)  Consider the bible boring 
  c)  Feel guilty that they don’t read the Bible more 
This is a chance for youth from around the diocese to come together to learn more 
about the Bible, which is God's love letter to the world. 
 
Who should come to MIQRA? 
The event is for students in grades 7-12 of the 2005-06 school year. 
 
Where is the event held? 
Grace Cathedral in Topeka (701 SW 8th Ave. • Topeka, KS 66603) 
 
When? 
Jan 14-16th. Registration will begin at 12:30 pm on the 14th, and we’ll finish about 
10:30 am on the 16th. 
 
How do I register for the event? 
Registrations are available at your parish or online at www.episcopal-ks.org/youth 
 
What is the cost for the event?  $50 

 

MIQRA 
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Please don’t violate these rules.  
First of all, it’s illegal: violating a copyright can result in substantial fines, a criminal record and 

embarrassment. Secondly, our program developers, artists and staff are paid from the revenues generated by 
your fees. If you use resources without paying, they don’t get paid. We trust you to observe the conditions of 
your license and invite you to help educate others about the importance of respecting copyrights in a day 

when photocopying and computerizing data make the theft of intellectual property easy. 

 

What you should know about your limited‐use license 
 

General Terms: 
 This agreement covers all printed & electronic copies of this resource, including material found 

on a CD disk, downloaded from the LeaderResources website or obtained in any other manner. 
 Licenses are normally issued to a church or other single‐entity, non‐profit organization. For 

information on multiple‐entity organizations (such as dioceses and other judicatories, national 
organizations with local subsidiaries, etc.) or a one‐time use license, please contact 
LeaderResources at the numbers below. Licenses are never issued to an individual person. 

 

What you CAN do: 
 If you have purchased the license to this resource or a membership including this resource, you 

may make as many copies of the material as needed for use in your congregation or 
organization ONLY.  

 If this resource is part of a membership program, you may only use it as long as your 
membership is current. When your membership expires you must destroy all copies. 

 You may make as many copies of the material (in part or in whole) as needed to implement and 
promote the program in your congregation or organization 

 You may burn additional CDs or save the material on disk or computers to distribute to teachers 
or other members of your congregation (for use as part of this program ONLY)  

 You may use artwork images or graphics in posters, church bulletins, newsletters or other 
documents used for the program 

 

What you can NOT do: 
 Distribute material to anyone who is not a member of your organization for any reason 
 Use any part of these materials outside your organization 
 Use any part of these materials after the expiration of your membership term, if applicable 
 If this is a Resource Center copy you may preview a full version of this program but may not 

actually USE the program or any portion of it without purchasing a license or membership. 
 Sell copies of these materials in any form (including images on t‐shirts, mugs, etc.) for any 

reason without permission from LeaderResources 
 Use images or graphics to create or have a third party create a stained glass window, wall mural, 

statue or other permanent artwork installed in a building without our permission. 
 Use images or graphics on a website without permission from LeaderResources 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have questions or if your vendor (like Kinko’s) requires additional verification 

Call  LeaderResources  at  1‐800‐941‐2218  or  email  us  at  staff@LeaderResources.org    
P.O.  Box  302,  Leeds,  MA  01053 ‐0302            www.LeaderResources.org  
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About LeaderResources 
 

 
Resource Materials 
LeaderResources produces practical training manuals, “how‐to” leader's guides and educational 
materials that are easy to use and can be modified to fit your situation. Step‐by‐step guides 
assist experienced and new leaders alike. We develop and produce resources in the areas of 
Christian Formation (children, youth and adult education), Ministry and Leadership 
Development. Visit our online store for FREE samples of all programs and a downloadable 
catalog – a print catalog is available upon request. 
 
Evolutionary Resources™ 
The goal of LeaderResources is to foster learning communities. To this end, the resources we 
create are constantly changing, improved by those who use them. These “evolutionary 
resources”™ invite those who use them into the development process with the original program 
developer. This discourages the tendency to see the developer as the “expert” and encourages 
those who use the programs to become active participants in the learning process. It also 
supports our vision of developing and sharing resources as a ministry by and for the whole 
church. 
 
Computer Resources 
Almost all of our resources are downloadable from our website (www.LeaderResources.org) as 
WORD files so you can make your own adaptations with PDF files to us for easy printing. Most of 
our materials are distributed with a license to duplicate. The license permits you to change most 
of the material (except quotations). You may not remove the copyright notice; it applies to your 
adaptation. Nor may you remove the acknowledgment of the authors or any mention of 
LeaderResources. You can add your name to the materials you contribute (and a copyright notice 
for them) and add the name of your church on the cover, etc. 
 
Resource People 
We have many skilled professionals who can offer training programs, serve as keynote speakers 
or provide consulting services. They can develop and lead training seminars or educational 
programs that meet your needs. We also offer a “coaching service” where we provide technical 
assistance, resource materials and coaching while your local team develops, writes and presents 
the program, which is then made available to others. Our Associates have a broad range of 
experience in education and leadership development. Contact us for more information. 

 

LeaderResources 
P.O. Box 302, Leeds, MA 01053‐03202 

1‐800‐941‐2218 
E‐mail Staff@LeaderResources.org 

www.LeaderResources.org 

 


